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Bob Sell took a ri k when 
l1e left a full-titne job to pur
chase the \Voof Hou e in Shef
field Village. 

door playing areas for exerci e 
\Vhere tl1e dog are let outSide 
a nlinimum of four ti1nes eacl1 

• 

day. Sell explained the busi-
11es also f ollo,vs tl1e animals' 

Sell, 45, l1eld a 1na.nagen1ent 
po ition \vith Schwan Food 
company in Penn ylvania for 
25 year , while al o ,vorking 
part time at a kennel, AR Pet 
Inn. It \Vas within the first 
month of \VOrking at this ken
nel \Vhen lie realized he had a 
passion about caring for dogs, 
and he couldn't \Vaste a chance 
to pursue a career he ,vas pas
sionate about when he learned 
Woof House was being sold. 

'·Working at that kennel, I 
kne\V this is ,vhat I really 
,vanted to do ... so I lef1 every
thing behind to buy this," Sell 
laughed. 

He purchased the 20-year
old kennel, located at 3497 E. 
River Road. in January when 
its previous owners retired. 

u ual feeding sct1edule and
provides groo1ning.

"We try to take care of tl1e 
dogs here like tl1ey're taken 
care of at hon1e," he aid. �we 
try to keep their routine like 
they're at home o it's not dis
ruptive and they feel co1nfort
able." 

He added the kennel can fit 
more than 30 dogs, and he' 
had customers across Lorain 
County and the Cleveland area 
leave their pets for more than 
30 days at a tirne. 

Sell said his love for the 
canine-caring profession, as 
,veil as the animals then1selves, 
stems from the bonds he 
formed \vith dogs his family 
owned ,vhile growing up. 

"I just al,vays loved dogs; 
they always took to n1e," Sell 
said. ''I just had a knack for 
(caring for dogs). They love 
you. unconditionally, they're • Sa.mah Assad/SAssad@MorningJournal.com Woof House offers ,vhat 

Sell referred to as "lodging" 
services, where families can 
leave their dogs while they are 
on vacation or away from 
home. As sole owner of Woof 
House today, Sell said he 
works to ensure the canines he 
cares for receive individual 
attention from the minute their 
owners drop them off until the 
moment they are picked up. 

there all the time. They rely on Bob Sell, owner of the Woof House, tends to dogs staying at the Sheffield VIiiage kennel. • 

Along with a place to stay, 
the business offers 30 rooms 
of three different sizes to 
accommodate dogs of all 
breeds, as well as three out-

you, and we rely on them as 
dog owners and pet love.rs:' 

Sell said he believes there is
a negative stigma attached to 
dog kennels. 

·'A lot of people, I think,
have a perception of kennels 
as being dirty and smelly;' he 
said. "If you have a good ken
nel and take care of it, it's 
totally opposite." 

Sell, who lives in the apart
ment property right above the 
Woof House, said he visited 
other for-sale kennels in Ohio,

Lake Erie silt dumping 
isn't fueling algae 

John Seewer ing sediment from Great 
Associated Press Lakes shipping channels 

into the open water. 
TOLEDO, Ohio - A · A day later, the Army

federal agency that has Corps released the results of 
resisted calls to stop depos- the 18-month stu�y co�
iting tons of mud and soil in duct� by two ou_ts1de eog1-
westem Lake Erie said new neenng consulting firms
research shows that the that concluded dumping 
dumping isn't contributing dredged sediment in t�e lake
to the rising number o f  had no measurable impact
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West Virginia and Maine 
before purchasing Woof 
House. He cited his kennel as 
unique due to it being smaller 
in size than those that house 
hundreds of dogs. This size 
serves as a benefit to the ani
mals, he said, as it allows him

to better manage and offer 
individual care to each dog. 

"I wanted a kennel this 
small because you have more 
of a one--on-one with the dogs," 

he said. "It's manageable ver
sus having l 00 or 150 dogs. I 
just don't believe that individ
ual care can be given with that 
much going on. If I need to 
spend extra time with a dog, 
you can do that ( at Woof 
House):' 

Sell noted he feels a sense 
of satisfaction in taking care of 
dogs. serving his cu tomers 
and having a profession he 
enjoys. He didn ·t know that a 
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former pan-time gig al a ken-
nel, and his decision to put his 
passion to work. \Vould subse
quently lead to his current 
ownership of 'rVoof House. 

"It was very Sea£)' leaving 
\Vhat I kno\V for 25 years in a 
management position, and 
leaving it for the unknown ... 
Turns out it ,vorked out in my 
favor;· he said. '"Leaving my 
full-tin1e job after 25 years and 
buying thi place was the best 

thing I did." 
Woof House operates on an 

appointment-only basis. Its 
appointment windows are 
Mondays through Fridays, 9 
a.m. to l p.m. and 3 to 5 p.rn.
Saturdays, and Sundays'
appointment windows are 10
a.rn. to I p.rn.

Tlze business can be reaclzed
at 440-277-0577 or visit woof 
ho11se.com for nwre infonna-
tzon. 

Who's a seaman? Supreme Court may chart the waters 
Jessica Gresko 

Associated Press 
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EWELL, Md. -William Smith Dize's 
life revolved around water. 

The boat captain worked the waters of 
the Chesapeake Bay, and when he wasn't 
operating a boat, he was working on them 
and around the dock. 

But when Dire got sick and sued his 
employer in 2008, claiming a boat mainte
nance project led to a deadly respiratory 
illness, he quickly found himself navigat
ing stormy \\1aters. 

is asking the Supreme Court to take her 
husband's case. Son1e experts say the case 
could prove important to thousands of 
n1aritime workers who spend long periods 
on land and shorter bursts at sea, including 
salmon fishermen in Alaska, workers on 
fire boats and salvage vessels, and even 
those who repair undersea telephone 
cables. 

The justices are scheduled to discuss 
whether to take the case as part of a private 
conference Monday, but it will be days 
before it's kno,vn ,vhat they decided. 

The Dizes grew up on bay islands. He 

she was 18. Soon, they had three children. 
In 1986, Dize took a job \Vith The Asse>

ciation of Maryland Pilots. For the next 
t,vo decades, his job was to captain a boat 
that took pilots out to commercial vessels, 
including cargo ships and tanker ships, so 
local pilots could guide ttie ships through 
the bay. 

When he ,vasn 't doing that, Dize cleaned 
the docks, ordered parts and supplies, 
mowed the lawn, worked on boats -
whatever needed to be done. 

Then, in late 2007, Dize got what he 
thought was a hard-te>-shake cold. Go see 
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